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The last 6 months of 2017 provided plenty
of rain - though careful comparison with
the 20-year average suggests it was not
especially out of line. Perhaps it just felt
that way.
Grassland fungi in particular had a poor
fruiting season - possibly influenced by a
fairly wet and cool summer.
Winter was not without surprises though and an unusual find was reported from
Bluestone by Ged Davies: Hair ice.
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Hair ice is formed on rotten wood at
temperatures just below freezing point. It is
believed that the fungus, Exidiopsis effusa, in
some way modifies the ice formation so that
it forms thin, silky strands instead of a crust.
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Weather data courtesy of FSC, Orielton

Our programme of events was well supported,
with very positive feedback from participants.
If anyone has ideas for interesting events for
2018 - especially UK Fungus Day which will
be over the weekend of the 6th/7th October please let me know.
Also, if anyone would like to contribute an
article to our newsletter - all contributions
gratefully received.
Photo © Ged Davies
David Harries
January 2018

Fungus Records
Gyrodon lividus
Emma Williams reported an interesting find
from Oakwood car park in late summer: the
rarely reported southern bolete (Gyrodon
lividus).
The fruit bodies were present near alder
along the treeline of parking bay markers.
The UK fungus records database shows just
3 previous records from Wales, none from
Pembrokeshire.
Trichoderma britdaniae
In October, whilst inspecting a pile of cut/stacked willow left after electricity line clearance, I spotted
a brown fungus not unlike Hypocreopsis or Hypocrea specimens. On investigation, the collection
keyed out to Hypocrea britdaniae (now Trichoderma britdaniae).

The species contains small (2.5-3.0 μm) globose, finely spined ascospores (pictured right), and is distinguished from similar species by
the presence of fine orange-brown hairs at the base of the stroma.
Details were forwarded to Kew where Brian Douglas advised that
this rarely recorded ascomycete has been reported from just a handful
of sites in West Sussex, South Hampshire, the Isle of Wight, West
Sussex, Warwickshire and Glamorgan. (Wales' first record was
found by Sam Bosanquet). The species was only described in 2012
based on material from Denmark, West Sussex and Hampshire.
Given its relatively conspicuous appearance, and apparent
southern/western distribution, could this be an example of a recently
established species spreading across the UK?
Hairs
Reference: Jaklitsch1, W.M. & and Voglmayr, H. (2012).
Hypocrea britdaniae and H. foliicola: two remarkable new European species. Mycologia 104(5): 1213–1221.
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Leucocoprinus birnbaumii
Emyr Jones posted this find on Facebook where it was promptly identified as Leucocoprinus
birnbaumii (the plantpot dapperling). The Collins guide (Buczacki, 2012) indicates this species is
the most frequently seen and striking of the greenhouse aliens. FRD shows just 3 other Welsh records,
so a good find for the County.

Kew Lost and Found visit - another success story: Clavaria flavostellifera
A Pembrokeshire visit by mycologists from the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew in 2016 continues to provide welcome surprises. Detailed study of one of the
collections made during their stay at Stackpole has
produced a new British record.
© Emma Williams

Emma Williams (Glamorgan Fungus Group)
spotted a collection of pink club fungi which
looked unusual. Samples were taken back to
Kew where DNA sequencing of the sample
showed a match with Clavaria flavostellifera.
This species was only described in 2015 and is the first record from the UK.
Reference: Olariaga, I., et al (2015). Taxonomy and phylogeny of yellow Clavaria species with
clamped basidia - Clavaria flavostellifera sp. nov. and the typification of C. argillacea, C. flavipes
and C. sphagnicola. Mycologia. 107(1):104-122.
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Hygrocybe monteverdae - a new species for the UK - maybe? (David Harries)

Last autumn I noted a collection of fungi resembling Hygrocybe pratensis var. pallida, but not quite
right. On closer inspection the fruit-bodies had a longer or more slender stipe, the spores were larger
(average 8.1 x 5.1 μm) and, most significantly, the fruit-bodies turned brown/black on drying: a
characteristic not reported from any other white waxcaps.

A check in the literature revealed the description was consist with that for Hygrocybe monteverdae a species described by Banares and Arnolds in 2002 from Spain (Canary Islands). Subsequent records
have been from Spain (mainland), Netherlands, Sweden, Norway and Estonia. The species has been
proposed for the IUCN global Red List as Endangered.
Details were sent to Eef Arnolds who promptly confirmed its identity. This information was relayed to
RBG Kew along with the comment that there appeared to be no UK record for the species (based on
the FRDBI and CATE).
The Kew position is that based on their (unpublished)
DNA studies, naming of the species is not so straightforward and the species may not be new to the UK.
Voucher material has been forwarded to Kew for
inclusion in their collection. So for the time being the
record, and status of this species, remains unsubstantiated (at least in the UK).
Distribution map © IUCN

References:
Banares, A. & Arnolds E. (2002). Hygrocybe monteverdae, a new species of subgenus Cuphophyllus (Agaricales) from the Canary Islands (Spain). Persoonia 18: 135-138.
http://iucn.ekoo.se/en/iucn/welcome - The Global Fungal Red List Initiative
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2017 Events Roundup
First event of the season was at Llanychllwydog woods in the Gwaun Valley. This was a new site
with the visit arranged by Emyr Jones. In spite of a rather wet morning 13 of us enjoyed a productive
exploration of mostly oak woodland on a steeply sloping bank.

A specimen of Cortinarius sanguineus (Blood-red Webcap) proved to be the first County record for
this striking species.

The following week we held an equally damp
event, this time a joint venture with the Wildlife Trust at their Pengelli Forest reserve.
Turnout, at 16, was reinforced by Pengelli
volunteers. Highlights included a collection
of Gymnopilus junonius (The Spectacular
Rustgill) on a dead, fallen oak trunk.
Collections included Scutellinia scutellata
(scarlet eyelash fungus) on a dead bark photographed here by Mike Crutchley.

5

Our UK fungus day event was held the the National Trust woodland site at Colby. The walk, led by
Mike Karpaty, was well supported and attracted 12 newcomers in addition to a strong turnout of
regulars from the Pembrokeshire Fungus Recording Network (photo: Mike Crutchley). Pat O'Reilly
and Nigel Stringer provided valuable and much appreciated input throughout the event.
Fungus collections were taken back to an indoor assembly area to supplement previously collected
material. Adam Pollard set up a microscope to show spore images, and an array of posters, booklets
and reference material completed the display. The adjacent tea room was well placed for providing
sustenance.
Thanks are due to the BMS and National Trust for supporting the day, and the Field Studies Council
for printing a set of BMS genus posters for display at this and future events.
Our fourth event, a planned excursion to upland grassland at Rhos Fach, was cancelled following
weather warnings about Hurricane Brian. Not a good day to be out of doors.
The final public event for the year was
a fungal Bioblitz held in conjunction
with the Field Studies Council at Orielton Field Centre. This was very well
supported and blessed with good
weather. After a walk around the estate, the party assembled in one of the
teaching rooms in the stable yard for
well-earned hot drinks and homemade biscuits and an opportunity to
view exhibits.
Although mycologically a bit quiet,
the event was well received by participants with very positive feedback on
Facebook. Thanks are due to Ella and colleagues at FSC Orielton for their assistance in organising
the day.
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Strange spots on Ivy (R. Nigel Stringer and Mike Crutchley)
During the last 20 years of rust recording RNS has received many specimens for verification from all
parts of the UK. Most of these were rusts but a small percentage consisted of material which were
either insect manifestations, other fungi or even symptoms of a physiological disorder. Over recent
years’ people have been sending in material or photographs of what seem to be a ‘rust-like’ infections
on the upper surface of evergreen leaves (Box, Rhododendron) but most have been on Ivy (Figure 1).

The leaf surfaces are covered with dirty brown/orange circular structures which are visible to the
naked eye and are 1-2 mm in diameter (Figure 2).
Closer examination shows that these discs are composed of radiating, laterally compressed dichotomous
filaments made up of pigmented cells (Figure 3).
The organism is not a fungus but a green alga called
Phycopeltis arundinacea which is a member of the
Trentopohliacaea. People are probably more familiar
with other members of this genus as they are found as
free living algae forming bright orange ‘fluffy’ outgrowths covering the bark of trees in shaded damp
woods or on wet, moss-covered walls. Other members
are more familiar to mycologists as they form symbiotic relationships with certain fungi to form lichens.
Phycopeltis is a genus of subaerial algae widespread in tropical and temperate regions but currently
only two species are known from Europe and P. arundinacea is probably the only species present in
the UK. It was first recorded in Ireland in 1965 (Rindi. F., et al.) and is widespread across the whole
of Ireland and only recently has been found in coastal sites of southern Britain. There are only about
half a dozen records from south Wales so it may be under-recorded rather than uncommon. It is frost
sensitive and as such the spread of this species could be related to changes in our climate.
With this in mind, Prof. David John of the Natural History Museum (the world authority on Algal
taxonomy and Ecology) is keen to get more records of P. arundinacea from the UK, especially
southern Britain. It is found all the year round and predominantly occurs on ivy so if someone does
come across this alga during their natural history work could they please send details to David Harries
and RNS will collate the results at the end of the year and forward them to David John.
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Many thanks to Mike for providing the photographs and David for his support.
Reference:
Rindi, F., Menéndez, J.L., Guiry, M.D. & Rico, J.M. (2004). The taxonomy and distribution of
Phycopeltis (Trentepohliaceae, Chlorophyta) in Europe. Cryptogamie, Algologie 25(1): 3-17.

….and finally: Have we got news for you….
A surprise email turned up last autumn: a programme researcher wished to know if we would agree
to our newsletter being featured on Have I Got News for You. I agreed to the request, signed the
appropriate form (yes - they do everything by the book) and waited……
We were told the item might never be used - but in fact it featured in the first programme of 2018
series - quite appropriately on the eve of UK Fungus Day. Much fun was had by all, and UKFD
gained a useful plug - after all, they say there is no such thing as bad publicity.

© Pembrokeshire Fungus Recording Network, Issue 1-2018, January 2018.
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